
 
 

  

Thoughts from Pastor – A Sermon Companion 

I loved English class in school.  In English you are often 
asked “What does this mean?” and I loved it because 
what other place, other than the study of the Arts, could 
you make up just about any answer to a question and be 
correct.  When it comes down to it, the interpretations of 
meaning behind complex literature often is in the hand 
of the reader. 
 

Not so with the Scriptures.  Surely the Jews used imagery 
and literary devices when writing the Bible, but the 
mechanics of their forms of writing are a little different 
than ours are today.  They weren’t attempting to veil 
their meaning behind clever turns of phrase and witty 
symbolism.  They were a plainly spoken people and used 
symbols and images that were easily understood. 
 

That is one of the reasons it is so problematic for 
Western people (us) when it comes to interpreting the 
Scriptures.  Now I won’t be so foolhardy as to suggest 
that there aren’t passages of Scripture whose depth 
doesn’t really reveal itself until properly interpreted and 
studied.  Of course there are.  What I am suggesting is 
that overall it says what it means and means what it says.  
 

In fact it is often dangerous to our own Spiritual health to 
impose meaning on the Scriptures that it did not intend 
to be there.  It leads us to places of wild assumption and 
false doctrine, and those are places that no believer 
should ever be.   
 

So the next time you’re tempted when reading the Bible 
to “dig” in for the deeper and hidden meanings of the 
Word, stop and consider that perhaps you’d be better off 
mastering the principals that are already plainly obvious.   
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Sermon Notes 3/6/16 

Pastor Mike Lema 
 

Stories of Sheep, Coins and Sons 
Luke 15 

 

I. What is a parable and how do 
we interpret them? 

 
 

II. What is the point of the Lost 
Sheep and Lost Coin? 
 
 

III. What is the point of the 
Prodigal Son? 
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1540 W Walworth Ave. Whitewater, WI 53190 
You can also find us on Facebook or at www.whitewaterag.org 

 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor Mike: 920-327-3620 Pastor Tony: 920-841-1581  
Pastor Chris: 920-660-8386 Pastor Eric 847-644-1076 

 

At Whitewater Family Church we strive to pursue God with honesty and 
excellence by building stronger families, engaging in mentor based 

discipleship, and encouraging personal calling and ministry 

Things we do Every Week 
Sunday School 9:30am  
Youth Group – 6:30 Wednesdays 
 

Business Meeting / Flannel Sunday / Pot luck  
March 13th we will be having our annual meeting. These have been great times 
of celebrating what God has done for us. This year will be no different! There 
have been great things. And as has become custom ... wear your flannels! 
 

Women’s Conference – See Crystal  
April 21st– 23rd Rockford First Assembly Cost is $75 to $95 and cheaper rates 
may be available if we get enough ladies to go. More details at 
originalconference.com 
 

Easter Morning 
Easter is one of the best opportunities to invite friends and families to church so 
we provide several avenues by which to do so.  Of course there is our Sunday 
Service at 10:30, but our morning will begin at 9:00 with our traditional Easter 
Breakfast, followed by the annual egg hunt at 10:00, and of course our yearly 
visit from the Easter Gorilla.   
 

Home-Group 
Wednesday 6:30pm  
Home-Groups are designed to grow your faith, connect to your church family, 
and share the love of Christ with your community. 

Wednesday // 1281 Blackriver Ct, Whitewater WI, 53190  
 


